Optional Benefits

USBC National:

a. May offer optional benefits for members at dues reflective of the value of services provided by USBC, state and/or local
associations.

b. May offer optional benefits for men, women and youth bowlers who choose to be identified with USBC. Dues will reflect
the level of membership privileges, services and benefits provided.

c. Determines dues for USBC and establishes the maximum amount of state and local dues only for optional benefits.

The association must offer all levels of membership as established by USBC.

USBC is authorized to test optional benefits prior to offering them, and to waive those specific bylaws, rules and regulations
required for testing and implementation.

State/Local Associations:

a. May offer optional benefits for members at dues reflective of the value of services/products provided by the
association.

b. The association may only increase/decrease their own dues, and cannot waive or change national dues or state/local, as
applicable.

Each member would decide if he/she wants to purchase Standard Membership, or one of the Association’s Optional
Memberships.

Youth Membership Eligibility - Rule 400

USBC Youth membership is available to individuals who have not reached their 18th birthday prior to August 1 of the
current bowling season and have maintained compliance with Item a below. Individuals who purchase Youth membership
in @ summer league and turn 18 prior to August 1 will be allowed to complete the summer league.

a. Except as provided in ltem b, a youth may not bowl, substitute or pace in any bowling activity which offers any of the
following as prizes:

1. Cash or bonds.
2. Merchandise exceeding $500 in value.

b. Youth may bowl in singles competitions (including side competitions/brackets) offering such prizes, provided, prior to
bowling:
1. The youth and parent/legal guardian sign the Consent Form (See BOWL.com/Rules)

2. The competition agrees to award the youth's prize in the form of a scholarship; or
3. The youth waives his/her right to any prize in violation of this rule.

In youth competition, youth members may participate in side competitions/brackets provided all entries are returned
100% in the form of scholarships only and awards comply with Item a.

Buying or selling of earned prizes is prohibited.

Any youth bowler deemed in violation of this rule is subject to disciplinary action including the potential loss of youth
membership.

NOTE: USBC has no limits on:

1. Scholarship amounts

2. Entry fees (must be paid directly to the tournament director/manager)

3. Reimbursements of actual travel expenses into the next higher level of competition or any tournament or event (receipts
must be provided upon request)

4. Prizes authorized by a grade/state high school athletic association or a collegiate athletic association recognized by USBC
and USBC Collegiate.

It is the responsibility of the student-athlete participating in high school sports to know what prizes/awards could
violate amateur status rules established by their high school athletic association.

The prizes authorized by a state high school athletic association or a collegiate athletic association recognized by USBC
and USBC Collegiate are not subject to the limitations of this rule.
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Commonly Asked Questions - Rule 400.

400/1  Can an 18 year old purchase a USBC Youth Standard membership?
USBC Youth Standard membership is only available to those who have not reached their 18th birthday prior
to August 1 of the current season. If the individual turns 18 on or after August 1st, they would be eligible to
purchase a Youth Standard membership and compete during that season.

400/2 My 18-year-old daughter is still a USBC Youth member, but wishes to join our Adult/Youth league with
her younger brother. May she join the league as the adult, or would it affect her eligibility as a USBC
Youth member?
The league rules and/or board determine if she can join as the adult. Since the league must follow USBC Rule
400, it would have no effect on her USBC Youth membership.

400/3 What awards can now be given in USBC Youth competition?
In addition to scholarships and USBC Awards, bowling equipment, apparel, gift certificates and other merchandise
prizes are allowed providing they are not redeemable for cash. The total value of prizes a youth could receive in
any one event cannot exceed $500. Scholarships do not fall under this limitation.

400/4 Can a youth member bowl for cash or bonds?
No. Bowling for cash or bonds is a violation of Rule 400.

400/5 Can a youth member bowl in an adult doubles or team event where cash or bonds are offered if the
Consent Form is signed or the competition agrees to offer scholarships through SMART?
No. Rule 400 only allows youth to participate in adult singles competitions with cash or bond prizes and/or
merchandise prizes valued in excess of $500 provided they submit the Consent Form prior to participating in such
a competition.

400/6 Can bowling centers award items such as free soft drinks, food and free games for bowling
accomplishments?
Yes. However, the total value of the awards an individual can earn in any one event, with the exception of
scholarships, cannot exceed $500.

400/7 Can a parent or legal guardian purchase a ring to commemorate a youth’s 11 in a row, 300 game or,
800 series?
Yes. USBC policy only allows USBC Youth members, their parents or legal guardians to purchase a commemorative
high score ring. Bowling centers, USBC associations or other parties cannot purchase the rings as awards for
youth bowlers. This policy is a proactive approach to prevent offering awards that could jeopardize a USBC Youth
member’s amateur status and eligibility to compete in high school sports.

400/8 What is the maximum amount a youth bowler can earn in scholarships?
There is no limitation on the value of scholarships that can be awarded.

400/9 Some of the teams in my daughter’s league have sponsors who give them bowling shirts and help with
other expenses. Is this acceptable?
Yes, however, USBC prefers the entire league be sponsored so each team is treated the same. Sponsors can cover
normal expenses, such as providing team shirts, travel expenses to tournaments, etc.

400/10 Are bowlers with intellectual disabilities who are past the age requirement eligible for youth
competition?
Yes, competition officials can allow a bowler(s) with intellectual disabilities to compete in youth competitions
(unless competition rules state otherwise). The bowler(s) must purchase a USBC Special Olympic membership.

Amendment Procedures

Rules

Amendments submitted by a member or chartered association to the USBC Adult League and Tournament Rules must
be in writing to USBC Headquarters by September 1 prior to the date of the next USBC Annual Meeting for action by the
delegates.

The USBC Board amends the USBC General Playing Rules, Adult Award Rules and Youth Award, League, and Tournament
Rules. The USBC Board also has authority to adopt Resolutions.

Specifications

The Equipment Specifications and Certification Committee, acting for and on behalf of the USBC Board, are authorized to
have final authority to alter or change specifications. All proposed amendments to certification regulations or measurement
specifications must be submitted in writing to USBC Headquarters.
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